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the utmost by representations about the war which are
extravagant and fantastic. There will be a penalty to
be paid for all this. Nervous and sensational news-
papers are just as corrupting, especially to young people,
as nervous and sensational novels. The habit of expect-
ing that all mental pabulum shall be highly spiced, and
the corresponding loathing for whatever is soberly truth-
ful, undermines character as much as any other vice.
Patriotism is being prostituted into a nervous intoxica-
tion which is fatal to an apprehension of truth. It
builds around us a fooPs paradise, and it will lead us
into errors about our position and relations just like those
which we have been ridiculing in the case of Spain.
There are some now who think that it is the perfection
of statesmanship to say that expansion is a fact and
that it is useless to discuss it. We are told that we must
not cross any bridges until we come to them; that is,
that we must discuss nothing in advance, and that we
must not discuss anything which is past because it is
irretrievable. No doubt this would be a very acceptable
doctrine to the powers that be, for it would mean that
they were relieved from responsibility, but it would be a
marvelous doctrine to be accepted by a self-governing
people. Senator Foraker has told us that we are not to
keep the Philippines longer than is necessary to teach the
people self-government. How one man can tell what
we are to do before the constitutional authorities have
decided it, I do not know. Perhaps it is a detail in our
new method of self-government. If his assurances are
to be trusted, we are paying $20,000,000 for the privilege
of tutoring the Tagals up to liberty and self-government.
I do not believe that, if the United States undertakes to
govern the islands, it will ever give them up except to
superior force, but the weakening of imperialism shown